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"Because it's true," she answered, "as true as I can tell,
And because I'm telling myself while I tell you. . . . Even
up to this afternoon, I was—what I've told you. At least,
I think so. And when I came off the court, still I didn't
know. I was frightened; everything had crashed. I was cold
and frightened and I came to you. But in the car I knew
that not you only but I—my God, Lewis, my dear, my
beloved one, I never knew that I could be mad as I'm
mad now." Her voice had fallen. "And even while I'm
saying it, I know I don't love you as you might some day
love me."
"As I do love you, Julie," he said.
She raised her eyes to him. He saw fierceness and hunger
in them that transformed her, making her at once so ter-
rible and so beautiful that the little space between them
seemed not to be a space; she seemed to be already in his
arms and their bodies to be one body. But he could not
take her to him for she was aflame, as if he had struck her
and she were waiting with fear and longing for him to
strike her again.
When she had moved from him and sat down, clasping
her hands before her, she continued in a new voice: "Half
of me is worthless, more than half, I think, and you could
never love me until you had made me anew." And she
smiled: "You stand over me, watching me, as if there were
no evil in me. You think there is none in me, because there
is none in you. I could kneel down and worship you, but
while I was kneeling I should be quivering for the touch
of your hand and, if I hid my face in your shoulder like a
child and took your strength from you, in my mind	"
"Julie," he cried, "you are telling lies of yourself. Be
quiet. Say nothing. You are saying things that will make
you hate me for having heard them."
She would have spoken again and he lifted his hand
towards her mouth as though to cover it; but his hand
swept upward and he covered her mouth with his lips.
Far below him, he saw the whiteness of her dress break
in the floor's shadow, and he became still, searching for
her individuality beneath the fiery cloud that had enveloped

